
I n our last newsletter, I wrote 

that membership is always vital 

to the growth of our council. Since 

then, we welcomed Timothy Mar-

tin into our ranks as he completed 

his Admission (1st) Degree. 

Shortly thereafter he and Marcus 

Jacobs completed their Formation 

(2nd) Degree.   

We are currently at a critical time 

in the renewal of membership 

dues. As of our last business meet-

ing on March 13, the council had 

received 70 percent renewal of 

membership. We are hopeful and 

trust in God that more will renew. 

The importance of membership 

renewal is twofold: to allow our 

council to support its operating 

budget, and to support charitable 

activities, events and organizations 

outside our council.  

We are going to be very active 

this Lent. We started the season 

with our annual Fish Fry Fridays, 

which we will be doing ourselves 

as opposed to having it catered. 

Our goal will be to donate some of 

the proceeds to subsidize the senior 

altar boys’ annual trip to Rome. 

The remaining proceeds will be 

donated to other charitable causes 

designated by our council.   

Other activities planned include 

spiritual reflection (mini-retreat), 

Good Friday promotion and an es-

say contest (students in grades 8-

12 at Lumen Christi and Holy Ro-

sary). We also will pray two nove-

nas: the Novena for Repentance, 

Renewal and Rebuilding as recom-

mended by Pope Francis and our 

bishops (currently underway), and 

the Novena for Life April 9-17.   

Coats for Kids, conducted with 

other councils, was completed as 

of the writing of this article.   

If all that isn’t enough, we are 

participating in 40 Days of Life 

each Saturday during Lent from 4 

p.m. to 6 p.m. Members gather at 

the Planned Parenthood at 86th 

Street and Georgetown Road to 

pray the rosary, Divine Mercy 

chaplet and participate in the sign 

campaign. On April 13, we plan to 

gather there along with other 

groups from Holy Rosary as part 

of our Novena for Life.  

After Lent, we are planning two 

special events. The first is the 

Marion Icon display May 10-12. It 

is a devotion to Our Lady on be-

half of our brothers and sisters of 

faith who are at risk around the 

world. This basically has the same 

theme as our “Refuge Relief for 

Persecuted Christians,” for which 

we are handing out prayer cards 

during our fish fry. Hopefully we 

will be able to make a donation to 

this cause from our proceeds. 

The other special event will also 

occur May 12. We will be promot-

ing a special collection for our par-

ish’s seminarian and postulant. 

Prior to this collection, we will 

promote a special awareness pro-

gram to the parish to illustrate the 

importance of vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life.   

A couple of other things I would 

like to add is that on April 10 , our 

council will conduct an Admission 

(1st) Degree ceremony, and on 

April 30, we will be conduct a For-

mation (2nd) Degree ceremony.   

I might add the State Convention 

will be held May 4-5. So far we 

have only one delegate signed up; 

we need one more delegate and 

two alternates.    

As you can see, we will be very 

busy. Please take the opportunity 

to assist with any of the activities 

mentioned. Your participation is 

greatly appreciated.  

Made God bless you during this 

Lenten season. 
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Jerry Friederick 

Lecturer 

Restoration project continues in bell tower 
 

T he project to restore the beauty of the west 

bell tower stairwell and railing at Holy Ro-

sary Church is continuing, slowly, but surely.  

For those who do not know, I along with 

brother Knights (including sons), plus a few oth-

ers, have been working the past few years to re-

store the beauty at our parish church. Now, spe-

cifically, the focus is on the stairwell and railing 

restoration in the west bell tower. This beautifi-

cation work started years ago with the parish’s 

Organ Project, as we refinished the floors on the 

third floor of the church.  

On this page you can see the “before” and cur-

rent pictures of the south side of the west best 

tower section, leading down to the second-floor 

choir loft.  

If you want to help with this work, please con-

tact me. Or, if you want a tour of bell tower and/

or bells, just ask! Slow and steady wins the race. 

Come join the fun! Swing a hammer or pry bar, 

pull nails, plane some boards, paint trim … fun 

for all! We do not discriminate on ability. 

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. 

Photos by Jerry Friederick 
 

Above and below right: “Before” pictures of the treads, risers and balusters 
hiding behind the hardboard on stairwells with hand-railing removal. 

Bottom left:  

The second-floor 
(choir loft level) 
and third-floor 
“Quasimodo” 
area with the 
refinished railing 
assembly in-
stalled, and the 
floor refinished.  

(The “Quasi-
modo” area is 
where Brother 
Jerry “Quasi-
modo” Frieder-
ick does most of 
his bell tower 
work!) 
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Eric Slaughter 

Life Director 

‘The time is now! There is no room for compromise!’ 
 

R ecently at the United Nations, some member nations and their NGO (non-governmental organizations) 

lackeys attempted to persuade/convince and force non-cooperative (i.e., Pro-Life) nations to corrupt their 

Pro-Life cultures by adopting reproductive leg-

islation. In other words, an abortion mentality 

along with legalized abortion on demand. In 

mid-March, during the U.N. Commission of 

the Status of Women, “reproductive rights” 

was the major topic because they seem to think 

that women cannot thrive without the right to 

kill their pre-born young. 

Obianuju (Uju) Ekeocha, a Nigerian Pro-Life 

activist and founder of Culture of Life Africa 

(www.cultureof-lifeafrica.com), attended 

one of the conferences called “All United 

for the Right to Abortion.” She had this to 

say: 

For everybody who cares for the sanc-

tity of human life, the time is now! This 

is a wakeup call for you to rise up and 

defend the right of everyone to live from 

the womb to the tomb, the right to life of the unborn, the right to life of the adult at every stage of de-

velopment. Pro-Life people, this is your wakeup call to rise up and do not compromise, not even an 

inch, because from what I have seen here, from the heart of the pro-abortion movement … there is no 

room for compromise. They do not want to compromise. They want abortion to be legal in every coun-

try, in every situation. 

Abortion-controlled states here in the United States are passing or attempting to pass laws allowing children 

born alive after failed abortions to be deprived to medical care. This is infanticide, and our representatives in 

the District of Columbia cannot bring themselves to stop the dismemberment of the most innocent among us. 

The good news, however, is that states with Pro-Life majorities are passing laws to protect preborn children. 

As Uju said, “ … the time is now … do not compromise … ” 

Defend life! 

Dates to remember: 

March 6 to April 14  
40 Days for Life prayer vigil to end abortion 

Where: Planned Parenthood, 8590 Georgetown Rd, Indianapo-
lis. 

When: Holy Rosary’s hours, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. every Saturday 
(come for 1 hour) 

Santo Rosario Council, please especially attend on Satur-
day, April 13, from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

April 9  
Pro-Life Film Series  

 Film: “The Third Way: Homosexuality and the Catholic Church”  

 Where: St. John Catholic Church, Pan-Am Building (across 
Georgia Street from the church) 

 When: 6:30 p.m. 

 Panelists: Father John Hollowell, pastor of Annunciation Parish, 
Brazil, Ind.; Deacon Steve Hodges, chaplain of Courage 

 

 

UPCOMING DEGREE CEREMONIES 
Admission (1st) Degree ....... Wednesday, April 10  ..... at Holy Rosary 

Formation (2nd) Degree ....... Tuesday, April 30  ........... at Holy Rosary 

Knighthood (3rd) Degree ..... Sunday, April 14  ............ at Northside K of C 

Patriotic (4th) Degree ........... Saturday, June 15  ......... at SS. Francis & Clare, Greenwood 

For more information, contact Grand Knight Charlie Stevens, stevens.charles39@yahoo.com 
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Rosario Council’s website, http://kofcsantorosario.org. Articles and 

items of interest for the Council Crier may be submitted to the editor at 
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COUNCIL 
CALENDAR 

Friday-Saturday 

APR 5-6 
First Friday Adoration 
Holy Rosary Church 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 

APR 3 
Business Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tuesday 

APR 10 
Admission (First) Degree 
Priori Hall 
7 p.m.  

Men’s Holy Hour:  

First Wednesday every month                    

9 p.m. at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 

APR 5 
Fish Fry Friday 
Priori Hall 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tuesday 

APR 9 
Pro-Life Film Series 
St. John Catholic Church 

6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Wednesday 

APR 6 
40 Days for Life 
PP, 86th & Georgetown 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday 

APR 24 
Officers Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday 

MAY 1 
Business Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday 

JUN 26 
Officers Meeting 
Location to be determined 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday 

JUN 5 
Business Meeting 
Location to be determined 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. (social hour until 9) 

Friday-Saturday 

MAY 3-4 
First Friday Adoration 
Holy Rosary Church 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 

MAY 22 
Officers Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday 

JUN 7-8 
First Friday Adoration 
Holy Rosary Church 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

Friday 

APR 12 
Fish Fry Friday 
Priori Hall 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tuesday 

APR 30 
Formation (Second) Degree 
Priori Hall 
7 p.m.  

Wednesday 

APR 13 
40 Days for Life 
PP, 86th & Georgetown 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Italian Street Festival: June 14-15 at Holy Rosary 
Brother Knights, be ready to volunteer! 
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Carl A. Anderson 

Supreme Knight 

Roe v. Wade is based upon a lie 
 

I n my remarks to this year’s March for Life, I highlighted two findings from this year’s Marist Poll on atti-

tudes toward abortion. The first is that three in four Americans say abortion should be limited to — at most 

— the first three months of pregnancy. And that includes 6 in 10 who describe themselves as “pro-choice.” 

The second is that about 2 in 3 Americans want the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade to be reinter-

preted by the Court to allow states to restrict or ban abortion. 

Both findings are consistent with what the Marist Poll has found for more than a decade: Strip away the la-

bels often used in the abortion debate, and Americans by large numbers do not agree with the Supreme Court’s 

mandate of a “right” to abortion throughout 

pregnancy. 

Pro-abortion extremists must be paying close 

attention. Recently, there has been a move in 

several states to lock in by statute abortion 

throughout pregnancy. 

Writing in the Wall Street Journal (Feb. 8), 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York spoke out 

forcefully against the “horror” of this 

“extremism.” He predicted “a backlash across 

the country” against the “gruesome” logic that 

sanctions unrestricted abortion throughout pregnancy and even the killing of a baby born alive after abortion. 

(Pope Francis has used even stronger language in the past, saying abortion is equivalent to hiring a hit man.) 

Cardinal Dolan placed such legislation in the context of the Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred Scott decision up-

holding slavery. There, the Court wrote that Dred Scott and his wife, Harriet, were members of an “inferior 

class of human beings” who were “unfit to associate with the white race” and “had no rights which the white 

man was bound to respect.” 

While many Americans believed the Court’s decision had settled the slavery issue, others did not. The nation 

soon split along both partisan and geographical lines. 

The Civil War would end slavery. But it did not put an end to the logic that produced it. Soon new laws em-

bodied the view that African Americans were an inferior class of human beings “unfit to associate with the 

white race.” Again, the country split over geographical and partisan lines. And in another shameful decision, 

the Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), by a vote of 7-to-1, upheld segregationist “Jim Crow” laws. 

And again, many Americans thought the matter settled. It would take six more decades before the Supreme 

Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) and the Congress’s passage of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 would wipe away this stain on America’s laws. 

Neither Dred Scott nor Roe v. Wade should have ever been considered “settled” law, because both decisions 

were based upon a lie — a lie that says there is an “inferior class of human beings” with “no rights” that we are 

“bound to respect.” 

At the March for Life, I quoted one of America’s great abolitionist leaders, Wendell Phillips, who once 

stated, “One and God makes a majority.” I added that it also helps to have the American people on our side. 

At the Knights of Columbus Museum in New Haven, Conn., we display a photograph of Supreme Knight 

Continued on page 7 

This article first appeared in the  

March 2019 issue of Columbia magazine. 

As President Kennedy said 
at his inauguration, as a nation 
we stand on the principle that  

the ‘rights of man come not  
from the generosity of the state 

but from the hand of God.’  
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Pope Francis 

Supreme Pontiff 

Lent is a wakeup call for the soul 
 

‘B low the trumpet […] sanctify a fast” (Joel 2:15), says the prophet in the first reading. Lent opens with a pierc-

ing sound, that of a trumpet that does not please the ears, but instead proclaims a fast. It is a loud sound that 

seeks to slow down our life, which is so fast-paced, yet often directionless. It is a summons to stop — a “halt!” — 

to focus on what is essential, to fast from the unnecessary things that distract us. It is a wakeup call for the soul. 

This wake-up call is accompanied by the message that the Lord proclaims through the lips of the prophet, a short 

and heartfelt message: “Return to me” (v 12). To return. If we have to return, it means that we have wandered off. 

Lent is the time to rediscover the direction of life. Because in life’s journey, as in every journey, what really matters 

is not to lose sight of the goal. If what interests us as we travel, however, is looking at the scenery or stopping to 

eat, we will not get far. We should ask ourselves: On the journey of life, do I seek the way forward? Or am I satis-

fied with living in the moment and thinking only of feeling good, solving some problems and having fun? What is 

the path? Is it the search for health, which many today say comes first but which eventually passes? Could it be 

possessions and wellbeing? But we are not in the world for this. Return to me, says the Lord. To me. The Lord is 

the goal of our journey in this world. The direction must lead to him. 

Today [Ash Wednesday] we have been offered a sign that will help us find our direction: the head marked by ash. 

It is a sign that causes us to consider what occupies our mind. Our thoughts often focus on transient things, which 

come and go. The small mark of ash, which we will receive, is a subtle yet real reminder that of the many things 

occupying our thoughts, that we chase after and worry about every day, nothing will remain. No matter how hard 

we work, we will take no wealth with us from this life. Earthly realities fade away like dust in the wind. Posses-

sions are temporary, power passes, success wanes. The culture of appearance prevalent today, which persuades us 

to live for passing things, is a great deception. It is like a blaze: once ended, only ash remains. Lent is the time to 

free ourselves from the illusion of chasing after dust. Lent is for rediscovering that we are created for the inextin-

guishable flame, not for ashes that immediately disappear; for God, not for the world; for the eternity of heaven, not 

for earthly deceit; for the freedom of the children of God, not for slavery to things. We should ask ourselves today: 

Where do I stand? Do I live for fire or for ash? 

On this Lenten journey, back to what is essential, the Gospel proposes three steps which the Lord invites us to 

undertake without hypocrisy and pretence: almsgiving, prayer, fasting. What are they for? Almsgiving, prayer and 

fasting bring us back to the three realities that do not fade away. Prayer reunites us to God; charity, to our neighbor; 

fasting, to ourselves. God, my neighbor, my life: these are the realities that do not fade away and in which we must 

invest. Lent, therefore, invites us to focus, first of all on the Almighty, in prayer, which frees us from that horizontal 

and mundane life where we find time for self but forget God. It then invites us to focus on others, with the charity 

that frees us from the vanity of acquiring and of thinking that things are only good if they are good for me. Finally, 

Lent invites us to look inside our heart, with fasting, which frees us from attachment to things and from the world-

liness that numbs the heart. Prayer, charity, fasting: three investments for a treasure that endures. 

Jesus said: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Mt 6:21). Our heart always points in some direc-

tion: it is like a compass seeking its bearings. We can also compare it to a magnet: it needs to attach itself to some-

thing. But if it only attaches itself to earthly things, sooner or later it becomes a slave to them: things to be used be-

come things we serve. Outward appearance, money, a career or hobby: if we live for them, they will become idols 

that enslave us, sirens that charm us and then cast us adrift. Whereas if our heart is attached to what does not pass 

Continued on page 7 

The Holy Father delivered this homily on Ash Wednesday,  

March 6, 2019, during Mass at the Basilica of Santa Sabina in Rome. 
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Luke Hart at the White House presenting Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy a copy of the Pledge of Al-

legiance. During the 1950s, the Knights of Colum-

bus led the effort to have Congress add the words 

“under God” to the text. 

When I am asked, “What do these words mean?” 

I answer they mean at least this: As President 

Kennedy said at his inauguration, as a nation we 

stand on the principle that “the rights of man come 

not from the generosity of the state but from the 

hand of God.” 

The great moral issues of our day should tran-

scend partisan politics. This is occurring today 

regarding abortion. The Marist Poll survey finds 

majorities in both political parties reject such ex-

treme late-term abortion laws. 

One way to transcend partisanship is by insisting 

upon reality-based public policies. The approach 

of the Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade does the op-

posite, with the Court stating that it did not have 

to “resolve the difficult question of when life be-

gins.” But this is precisely the question that must 

be answered; otherwise, the public discussion 

loses its moral center. 

There is bipartisan consensus among Americans 

on abortion. It is time that politics in Washington 

and elsewhere reflect not only that consensus but 

the reality of the child before birth. 

Vivat Jesus! 

away, we rediscover ourselves and are set free. Lent is 

the time of grace that liberates the heart from vanity. It 

is a time of healing from addictions that seduce us. It is 

a time to fix our gaze on what abides. 

Where can we fix our gaze, then, throughout this 

Lenten journey? It is simple: upon the Crucified one. 

Jesus on the cross is life’s compass, which directs us to 

heaven. The poverty of the wood, the silence of the 

Lord, his loving self-emptying show us the necessity of 

a simpler life, free from anxiety about things. From the 

cross, Jesus teaches us the great courage involved in 

renunciation. We will never move forward if we are 

heavily weighed down. We need to free ourselves from 

the clutches of consumerism and the snares of selfish-

ness, from always wanting more, from never being sat-

isfied, and from a heart closed to the needs of the poor. 

Jesus on the wood of the cross burns with love, and 

calls us to a life that is passionate for him, which is not 

lost amid the ashes of the world; to a life that burns with 

charity and is not extinguished in mediocrity. Is it diffi-

cult to live as he asks? Yes, it is difficult, but it leads us 

to our goal. Lent shows us this. It begins with the ashes, 

but eventually leads us to the fire of Easter night; to the 

discovery that, in the tomb, the body of Jesus does not 

turn to ashes, but rises gloriously. This is true also for 

us, who are dust. If we, with our weaknesses, return to 

the Lord, if we take the path of love, then we will em-

brace the life that never ends. And surely we will be full 

of joy. © Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

Roe v. Wade is based on a lie 
Continued from Page 5 

A wake-up call for the soul 
Continued from Page 6 

in Priori Hall 

Every Friday of Lent 
March 8-April 12 

 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Full order: $10 • Half order: $6 

Fish ’n’ chips with coleslaw & drink 

Takeout boxes available 

Proceeds benefit local charities 

Presented by Santo Rosario Knights of Columbus Council 14449 

Attention, Brother Knights!  
We continue to need help with the fish fries. 

Contact the Grand Knight to volunteer. 
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THE EDITOR’S CABOOSE 
 

David Walden 

Editor 

Provin’ it don’t take tall to be a big man 

T hose of us fortunate enough to recall the glory 

days of the American Basketball Association and 

its three-time champion Indiana Pacers, may also re-

member a song that rode the local airwaves in the early 

1970s, “The Ballad of Billy Keller.” It praised the 5-

foot-10-inch guard and his prowess with the league’s 

iconic red-white-and-blue ball, not to mention his con-

siderable roundball accomplishments at Indianapolis 

Washington High School and Purdue University.  

The refrain went: 

That’s Bill, Bill Keller, 

homegrown Hoosier guard with the red-hot hand. 

Yeah, Bill, Bill Keller, 

Provin’ it don’t take tall to be a big man. 

Which is a rather strange way to introduce the real 

focus of this article: Blessed Titus Brandsma, a 5-foot-

1-inch Dutchman who did truly big things on a stage 

far more important than a basketball court. 

Born in the Netherlands as Anno Brandsma, he took 

the name Titus as a Carmelite novice in 1898 and was 

ordained to the priesthood in 1905. He became a 

teacher, writer and journalist. Just as Adolf Hitler came 

to power in nearby Germany, he was appointed rector 

of the Catholic University of Nijmegen. 

Brandsma quickly recognized the Nazis’ evil ways. 

He frequently lectured, preached and wrote against 

them. In 1936 he collaborated on a book, Dutch Voices 

on the Treatment of Jews in Germany, in which he 

wrote, “What is happening now against the Jews is an 

act of cowardice. The enemies and adversaries of that 

people are truly wretched if they believe they must act 

in such an inhumane way and if they think such action 

manifests or increases the strength of the German peo-

ple. This is an illusion of weakness.” 

The German army overran the Netherlands in 1940. 

As president of the nation’s Catholic schools, he told 

headmasters to resist Nazi efforts to remove Jewish 

students from the schools. As spiritual director to Hol-

land’s Catholic journalists, he advised publishers to 

reject press releases and ad-

vertisements from the pup-

pet regime, “even if such 

refusal leads to the newspa-

per being threatened, fined 

or suspended.” Then, in 

January 1942, the Catholic 

newspapers printed a letter 

from the Dutch bishops con-

demning Nazi tactics. 

  Realizing it was unwise to 

target the bishops directly, 

the Nazis almost immedi-

ately arrested Brandsma. After weeks of brutal interro-

gation, they deemed him a “dangerous man” and sent 

him to a series of concentration camps.  

On June 19, 1942, he arrived at his final destination: 

the notorious camp in Dachau, Germany. By mid-July, 

too weak and sick to be among the camp’s general 

population, he was sent to the “infirmary.” His treat-

ment consisted of cruel medical experimentation, 

mocking by the medical staff, and on July 26, a fatal 

injection of carbolic acid. Upon Brandsma’s last 

breath, the doctor said, “This pig is dead.” 

The nurse who administered the injection never for-

got Father Titus, who had been nothing but kind to the 

infirmary’s doctor and staff. He told her, “I pray for 

you a lot.” He shared his meager, hand-rolled ciga-

rettes with her. He also gave her his own rosary, and 

responded to her subsequent laughter with the advice 

that prayer would save her soul. She kept the rosary. 

In the late 1950s, the nurse went to a German Carme-

lite community to ask for forgiveness. She later pro-

vided testimony for Brandsma’s sainthood cause, and 

was among those present when Pope St. John Paul II 

beatified him in 1985. 

Those spearheading his cause for sainthood are hope-

ful he may be canonized soon. 

Blessed Titus Brandsma, pray for us! 

-30- 

Bl. Titus Brandsma 

 


