
A s the Memorial Day holiday 

approached last month, I 

was reminded of a time several 

years ago when I invited several 

co-workers from Canada to attend 

the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 

and stay with us over the holiday. 

It was a great time even though 

rain delayed the running of the 

race until Tuesday. Our friends 

had to return home on Monday, 

thus missing the “Greatest Specta-

cle in Racing,”  but it gave us all a 

chance to look around the Indian-

apolis area.  

This happened to be their first 

time visiting the United States. At 

one point I inquired, “So what do 

you think of being here in the 

U.S.?” They answered, “It is 

amazing to see how patriotic 

Americans are.” 

This response took me a bit by 

surprise as we had not attended 

any ceremonies, parades, etc. 

When I pried further for an expla-

nation, they indicated that they 

had never seen so many flags — 

on homes, businesses, bumper 

stickers, etc. At that moment, I 

realized how blind I had become 

to seeing our flag. It took some-

one from outside the U.S. to bring 

it to my attention.   

At several times during their 

visit, we further discussed this 

observation. They indicated that 

they wished their countrymen 

were more patriotic, and I was 

proud that mine were. I was also a 

bit ashamed that I had grown 

complacent in recognizing and 

being grateful for the patriotic 

aspects of being an American. 

One of the things I most enjoy 

about the Knights of Columbus is 

that it is one of the few times that 

I still have the privilege of saying 

the Pledge of Allegiance (and I 

always will consider it a privi-

lege). 

As Knights of Columbus, we are 

called to a high level of patriotism 

through the core values of our Or-

der: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 

Patriotism. As many of you know, 

the Fourth Degree of the Knights 

of Columbus focuses on being 

patriotic as one of our duties as 

Knights (in fact, the Order, in 

changing the names of all the de-

grees, now calls it the “Patriotic 

Degree”).  

This duty is codified in the 

Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ro-

mans in Chapter 13, Verse 7: 

“Pay to all their dues, taxes to 

whom taxes are due, toll to whom 

toll is due, respect to whom re-

spect is due, honor to whom 

honor is due.”    

This summer, especially as we 

look ahead to Independence Day, 

let’s take occasional moments to 

reflect upon this great attribute of 

the Knights of Columbus and the 

teaching of the Apostle Paul. Ren-

der honor and respect to those 

who have served our great nation 

and to those who have fallen 

while serving it in any capacity.   

José Alberto Ruiz, R.I.P. 

With respect to the Knights of 

Columbus value of Charity, I am 

saddened to report the tragic 

death of José Alberto Ruiz. A 
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Grand Knight of one of the councils in our district, 

Mr. Ruiz was shot and killed near his home last 

month. I have spoken with Fr. Paul at Holy Spirit 

Parish, and he shared that Mr. Ruiz was a dedicated 

parishioner always willing to help out, and he was 

trying to help his K of C council gain momentum. He 

leaves behind a wife and two children, one of whom 

graduated from high school shortly after the murder. 

I believe this situation calls us as Knights to action. 

His family is in need of financial assistance. The 

State Council is giving them $500, but that certainly 

falls short of what they need. At our June 1 business 

meeting, we decided to solicit donations from our 

council members. Those should be sent to our finan-

cial secretary, Jay Stanley. Please be generous. 

And, of course, please pray for the repose of the 

soul of José Alberto Ruiz and for the well being of 

his family. 

Accomplishments and shortcomings 

Given that this is my last Grand Knight’s message 

for this fraternal year, I think it is proper to take a 

moment to reflect upon the activities and accom-

plishments our council has achieved in the last 12 

months. Last July, we conducted a survey of our 100-

plus council members. It identified several areas of 

focus for us to try to increase the level of participa-

tion by council members in our council activities. 

Those who participated in the survey indicated that 

they wanted more social events, more efficient meet-

ings, more outside “speakers of interest” at our coun-

cil meetings and less manpower investment in Café 

Rosario, to name a few. 

In some of these areas, we have made good pro-

gress. We have cut our involvement in Café Rosario 

in half, and have held multiple social events with 

council members and spouses. We have tried to con-

tinue utilizing the efficient meeting format that our 

previous Grand Knight utilized, and I feel that our 

meetings have been finishing on time or even early, 

as we had hoped. 

In other areas, we haven’t made as much progress 

as I would have liked. We haven’t had many outside 

speakers attend our meetings (although we did hear a 

great talk from a representative of Gibault at our June 

business meeting). We also have not had as many 

social events as we had planned at the start of the fra-

ternal year. These two areas give us a starting point 

for planning next year’s activities.   

I had hoped at the beginning of the fraternal year 

that these changes might increase participation by 

our council members, but, so far, our participation 

rate has not varied much from previous years.   

New officers, new duties, new focus 

One of the things that came out loud and clear at 

the State Convention was the national emphasis for 

councils to become more connected with and focused 

on their parish. We are fortunate in this regard as we 

are already a parish-focused council, and we need 

only to more closely align our activities to be in sup-

port of our parish.   

I am very pleased and confident in the officers that 

have been elected to serve Santo Rosario Council 

this next fraternal year. Their names are at the bot-

tom of this page. They are a mix of experienced and 

newer Knights who are committed deeply to our 

council, and I have great faith in their resolve and 

abilities.  

As some of you know, I have agreed to be the Dis-

trict Deputy for our District 18. I have also been 

elected to serve as Three-Year Trustee for our council.  

I thank all of you who have helped me make it 

through my term as Grand Knight, especially the 

council officers who really stepped up and made this 

a good year for our council. We are blessed to have 

people like them in our midst, and I am grateful for 

their tireless willingness to step up and serve.   

The following members were elected council offi-

cers by acclamation at our June business meeting: 

Grand Knight: Brad Williams 

Deputy Grand Knight: Daniel Knight 

Chancellor: Charlie Stevens 

Recorder: David Walden 

Treasurer: Tom Brown 

Advocate: Jose Ocampo 

Warden: Kevin Richards 

Inside Guard: Jerry Frederick 

Outside Guard: Zachary Williams 

Three-year Trustee: Lee Ashton 

Two-year Trustee: Bob Collins 

One-year Trustee: Frank Oliver 

New officers elected to lead council for 2016-17 fraternal year 
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Bradley Williams 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Church Committee  Co-Director 

Surprise! State Council honors us with award 
 

L ast November marked the debut of a new 

Church Committee program — the Indulgence 

Walk at historic Holy Cross and St. Joseph Catholic 

Cemeteries. More than 60 participants toured the sce-

nic grounds, prayed the rosary and visited the grave-

sites of pioneering Indiana Catholics, some famous 

(such as Holy Rosary’s founding pastor Msgr. Mar-

ino Priori) and some not-so-famous (such as the re-

formed reprobate and Indianapolis businessman War-

ren Tate). 

The event was well received, so we made plans to 

do it again this year (mark your calendars for Satur-

day, Nov. 5), with another set of graves, and thought 

that was the end of it. 

Then came the K of C Indiana State Convention. At 

the April 30 Awards Luncheon, the State Council 

honored us with the Church Service Program Award! 

Thanks once again go to Council Recorder David Walden for conceiving, planning and promoting the event; 

and to Council Financial Secretary Jay Stanley for nominating us for the state award. 

New film looks at role of St. John Paul II in fall of communism 

St. John Paul II’s role as a driving force in the fall of communist rule in Central and Eastern Europe is the 

focus of a new documentary illustrating how he insured a “revolution of conscience” that was pivotal in the 

collapse of the Iron Curtain in 1989.  

The documentary will air on WFYI-Indianapolis at 10 p.m. July 3. 

Narrated by actor Jim Caviezel and featuring original music by renowned composer Joe Kraemer (Mission 

Impossible: Rogue Nation, Jack Reacher), the 90-minute film, Liberating a Continent: John Paul II and the 

Fall of Communism, tells this story using rare archival footage and exclusive interviews with several heads 

of state, historians, foreign policy experts, church leaders and close personal acquaintances of the late pon-

tiff, including Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. 

This documentary, through interviews with historians and journalists who had access to recently declassi-

fied KGB documents, illustrates the vast Soviet campaign to counteract John Paul II’s moral crusade. The 

film follows the wave of free thought that seized the Soviet bloc following the pope’s epic nine-day pilgrim-

age to Poland in June 1979. 

By his actions and his words, John Paul II inspired a thirst for freedom that would evolve into the Solidar-

ity movement,” said Anderson. “Without his spiritual support, Solidarity’s success would not have been pos-

sible, and without Solidarity, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Revolution of ’89 would never have hap-

pened.”  

 

On a picture-perfect early November morning, more than 60 faithful 
Catholics toured scenic Holy Cross and St. Joseph Cemeteries. 



Men’s Holy Hour:  

First Wednesday every month  

9 p.m. @ Holy Rosary 
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Charles Stevens 

Culture of Life Director 

Film brings up 
serious questions 

 

T he Culture of Life Committee was rela-

tively quiet during April and the time 

leading up to this article.  

Holy Rosary’s Pro-Life Ministry and St. 

John’s Pro-Life Committee have been co-

sponsoring a film series for quite some time 

now. On May 13 at St. John’s, they showed a 

film titled, “Making the Case for Life on Hos-

tile Turf,” by Scott Klusendorf. He is the foun-

der and president of Life Training Institute.  

Those organizing the film series raised three 

questions for discussion:  

1) What is the unborn? 

2) What gives us value? 

3) What’s our duty?   

The first question deals with the issue of, 

“Can we kill it?” Reply: Yes, if it’s unhuman, 

as we all know life begins at conception. So 

the obvious correct response is, “No, we can-

not kill it.”  

The second question deals with the fact that 

we are a living image of God, and it asks the 

question of what the difference is between the 

embryo you were and the person you are to-

day. Since we were formed in God’s image, 

we were developing along.  

Lastly comes the question, “What’s our 

duty?” Simply stated, the response is, “To pro-

tect the unborn.” Mr. Klusendorf has written 

several books on this topic. Just do a Google 

search on “John Klusendorf” and several 

things will pop up.  

There were around 40 people attending the 

film, including five from Holy Rosary and 

three Knights.   

The next installment of the parishes’ film se-

ries will be at Holy Rosary on Friday, Sept., 9. 

The topic will be, “Black Genocide in the 21st 

Century.”  

Santo Rosario Council Officers 
2015-2016 

Grand Knight ............................. Lee Ashton 

Deputy Grand Knight ................ Brad Williams 

Chancellor .................................. Daniel Knight 

Chaplain ..................................... Fr. C. Ryan McCarthy 

Recorder .................................... David Walden 

Treasurer .................................... Charles Stevens 

Advocate .................................... Jose Ocampo 

Warden ...................................... Kevin Richards 

Inside Guard .............................. Jerry Friederick 

Outside Guard ............................ Edwin Barron IV 

3-Year Trustee ........................... Bob Collins 

2-Year Trustee ........................... Timothy Rushenberg 

1-Year Trustee ........................... Edwin Barron III 

Financial Secretary .................... Jay Stanley 

Past Grand Knight ..................... Bob Collins 

Lecturer ...................................... Joseph LeMark 

Committee Chairmen 

Program Director ....................... Daniel Knight 

Membership Directors ............... Edwin Barron III       

& Gerard Schlundt 

Church Directors ....................... Ned Hummel              

& Bradley Williams 

Community Director .................. Frank Oliver 

Council Director ........................ Joseph LeMark 

Culture of Life Director ............. Charles Stevens 

Youth Director ...........................  

Family Director .........................  

Council Crier 

The Council Crier is published quarterly by the Knights 

of Columbus Santo Rosario Council, No. 14449, 520 Ste-

vens St., Indianapolis, IN 46203. It is distributed at no 

charge to its membership and is posted on Santo Rosario 

Council’s website, http://kofcsantorosario.org. Articles 

and items of interest for the Council Crier may be submit-

ted to Editor David Walden at the above address or via e-

mail to dgwalden@aol.com. 



Council Crier      June 2016    Page 5 

SK Don R. Murphy, FIC, FICF 

Field Agent 

Updating beneficiaries 
 

S ometimes it is easy to overlook the simplest of things.  

  Take, for example, the beneficiaries on your life insurance 

policies. If your policy was applied for and issued several years 

ago, it may very well be that the person you originally selected 

as the beneficiary is no longer the person you would want to 

receive the policy proceeds. If you bought the policy when you 

were single, for example, you may have named your parents as 

beneficiaries. If you have since married, your policies should be 

updated to reflect your spouse as beneficiary. Maybe you’ve 

had children since, who are not named on the policies.  

Most people list a primary beneficiary, who is specifically des-

ignated as the first in priority to receive policy proceeds. We 

also encourage the naming of a contingent beneficiary, an alter-

nate person designated to receive policy proceeds, usually in the 

event that the original beneficiary pre-deceases the insured.  

I routinely call all of my policyholders for annual review ap-

pointments, usually near the anniversary date of your policy — 

that is, the date it was originally issued. One of the matters that 

I’ll discuss during this review is the status of your beneficiary 

designations. If they need updating, and they often do, I can 

complete the paperwork during that appointment.  

I look forward to meeting with each of you to discuss your 

family’s needs. 

Don Murphy 

317-532-7330 

Don.murphy@kofc.org 

A message from Jason Brewer, general agent: 
 
Brothers and friends of the Knights, 
 
Our agency website, www.kofcbreweragency.com, has been updated 
with many new features including a find-your-agent feature that allows you 

to find the agent for your council and a fraternal survey that let's you up-

date your profile and request agent contact for a variety of things. There is 

new information about becoming an agent, an information of interest sec-

tion that includes tips on protecting your retirement from taxes and choices 

you have to pay for long-term care among other things.  
 
As always I'm looking for good people to bring into this business. I cur-

rently have two territories that need to be filled immediately. If interested I'd 

like to hear from you. My e-mail is jason.brewer@kofc.org 

COUNCIL 
CALENDAR 

Wednesday 

JUN 22 
Officers Meeting 
2nd-floor classroom 
6:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

JUN 29 
Sung Mass in Extraordinary Form 
20th anniversary of Fr. Duvelius 
7 p.m.  

Thursday 

JUN 23 
Installation of Officers 
Holy Rosary Church 
7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Wednesday 

JUL 6 
Men’s Holy Hour 
Holy Rosary Church 
9 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Wednesday 

JUL 27 
Officers Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

AUG 31 
Officers Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday 

JUN 23 
BYOBS 
Holy Rosary Church courtyard 
7:30 p.m. to ??? 

Wednesday 

AUG 3 
Business Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. (social hour until 9) 

Wednesday 

AUG 3 
Men’s Holy Hour 
Holy Rosary Church 
9 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday 

AUG 5-6 
First Friday Adoration 
Holy Rosary Church 
7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

Wednesday 

JUL 6 
Business Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. (social hour until 9) 

Thursday 

JUN 23 
First Degree 
2nd-floor classroom 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 

SEP 7 
Business Meeting 
Priori Hall 
6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. (social hour until 9) 

Wednesday 

SEP 7 
Men’s Holy Hour 
Holy Rosary Church 
9 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
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Carl A. Anderson 

Supreme Knight 

‘Greatest humanitarian crisis since WWII’  
 

T hank you for the opportunity to appear before this subcommittee to discuss the next steps needed to pro-

tect the survivors of genocide in Iraq and Syria. The House of Representatives, the State Department and 

the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom are all to be commended for declaring the 

situation confronting Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle East, genocide. 

The world’s greatest humanitarian crisis since World War II is unfolding now in the Middle East. In addition 

to millions of refugees, many of the region’s indigenous communities now face extinction. These communities 

may disappear in less than a decade. But their fate is not inevitable. The United States can avert this unfolding 

tragedy with a policy that contains the following six principles: 

1. Increase aid and ensure that it actually reaches those most in need: 

We are reliably informed that official government and U.N. aid does not reach the Christian genocide survi-

vors in Iraq and Syria. 

Repeatedly, we hear from Church leaders in the region that Christians — and other genocide survivors — are 

last in line for assistance from governments. Significantly, the Archdiocese of Erbil, where most Iraqi Chris-

tians now live, receives no money from any government whatsoever. If assistance from outside Church affili-

ated agencies ends in Erbil, Christians there will face a catastrophic humanitarian tragedy within 30 days. The 

situation is similar in Syria, according to Christian leaders there. 

Those who face genocide are a tiny fraction of the population. They often must avoid official refugee camps 

because they are targeted for violence there by extremists. As a result, these minorities often do not get 

“official” aid. This will continue to be the reality unless specific action is taken to bring the aid to where these 

minorities are forced to reside by continuing violence. 

The Knights of Columbus and other private sources have responded to this situation. But non-governmental 

organizations can only do so much. It is essential therefore that government aid is increased and reaches those 

most in need even if special emergency appropriations are required. 

2. Support the long-term survival in the region of these ancient indigenous religious and ethnic communities: 

In Iraq, the Christian population has declined by more than 80 percent, and in Syria by nearly 70 percent. 

American policy should recognize the important differences in the situations of those fleeing violence and 

those targeted for genocide. And we should prioritize the latter. 

Consider this analogy. After World War II, there were approximately 50 million refugees, and only a small 

fraction were Jews. Yet the world understood that Jews, who had survived genocide, faced a qualitatively dif-

ferent situation, and deserved heightened consideration. 

The same is true today for the indigenous minorities of the region. They have an indisputable right to live in 

their country — in whatever region of it they wish. Depending on the circumstances, this may mean where 

they are originally from, or where they find themselves now. But as survivors of an ongoing genocide, they 

deserve to be prioritized in American policy-making decisions. 

3. Punish the perpetrators of genocide and crimes against humanity: 

The United States should support action by the U.N. Security Council to refer key perpetrators of genocide 

for prosecution. Equally important, we should support the Iraqi Central Government and the Kurdish Regional 

Government’s adjudication of the cases of thousands of ISIS fighters and supporters who remain in local de-

tention centers. This will assist in the important work of obtaining and preserving evidence of genocide. 

4. Assist victims of genocide in attaining refugee status: 

This was the opening statement May 26, 2016, to a subcommittee of 

the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Foreign Affairs, at a 

hearing titled, “The ISIS Genocide Declaration: What Next?” 



A news report as of last week indicated that of the 499 Syrian refugees admitted to the U.S. in May, not one 

was explicitly listed as being Christian or as coming from any of the groups targeted for genocide. How long 

will this situation be allowed to continue? 

The U.S. should appropriate funding and work with the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees to make provi-

sions for locating and providing status to individuals — such as Yezidis and Christians — that have been tar-

geted for genocide. Many of these genocide survivors fear going into official U.N. refugee camps, where they are 

targeted. Thus they are overlooked, and find it nearly impossible to acquire official refugee status or immigrate. 

Congress should act now. Senator Tom Cotton has introduced the Religious Persecution Relief Act, S. 2708, to 

provide for overlooked minorities in the prioritization of refugees. We support this bill and urge its passage. 

5. Prepare now for foreseeable human rights challenges as ISIS-controlled territory is liberated by en-

suring that Christians and other minorities have equal rights to decide their future: 

We should prepare now for the consequences of the liberation of ISIS controlled areas, including Mosul and 

the Nineveh Region, as well as regions in Syria. We are likely to see another humanitarian crisis as civilians 

flee the fighting or return to their former communities when fighting ceases. 

There has been much debate concerning plans for victims of genocide in Iraq. Some have argued for return-

ing people safely to the Nineveh Region, others that they should be allowed to stay in Kurdistan, still others 

that they be allowed to immigrate. But these are not necessarily mutually exclusive, competing proposals. Peo-

ple should be allowed to decide their own future. And when they do, we should work to ensure they are treated 

with fairness, dignity and equality. This also means that it will be increasingly important to ensure that the 

property rights and claims of minority groups are respected. 

6. Promote the establishment of internationally agreed upon standards of human rights and religious 

freedom as conditions for humanitarian and military assistance: 

The United States should advocate for full and equal rights for religious and ethnic minorities in the region in 

exchange for our military and humanitarian aid. A necessary first step to prevent genocide is to overcome the 

social and legal inequality that is its breeding ground. 

We should not accept one standard for human rights in the region and another standard for the rest of the world. 

The rich tapestry of religious pluralism in the region must be preserved now or it will be lost forever. With its 

loss will come increased instability and threats to our own security and that of the world. 

We have a unique opportunity — and some would say, unique responsibility — to protect the victims of 

genocide. The United States can provide such protection with a policy that includes the principles outlined 

above. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for your leadership and that of the members of this subcommittee. 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
at Holy Rosary Church 

Sunday, June 19, 10 a.m . to 3 p .m .  
The Indiana Blood Center Bloodmobile will be in front of church 

Please sign up today to donate: 
www.donorpoint.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/96825 

or con tact  Fran k  Oliv er  

at foliver@travelers.com or 317-946-4280 

Th is ann ual b lood d riv e is spon sored by  Kn igh t s of Colum bu s San to R osario Coun cil 14449  

Your help needed today! The shortage in Central Indiana is at critical levels! 



Pope Francis 

Supreme Pontiff 

Vocations born, nurtured within the Church 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I t is my great hope that, during the course of this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, all the baptized may ex-

perience the joy of belonging to the Church and rediscover that the Christian vocation, just like every par-

ticular vocation, is born from within the People of God, and is a gift of divine mercy. The Church is the house 

of mercy, and it is the “soil” where vocations take root, mature and bear fruit. 

For this reason, on the occasion of the 53rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I invite all of you to reflect 

upon the apostolic community, and to give thanks for the role of the community in each person’s vocational 

journey. In the Bull of Indiction for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I recalled the words of the venerable 

Saint Bede, describing the call of Saint Matthew: “Miserando atque eligendo” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8). The 

Lord’s merciful action forgives our sins and opens us to the new life which takes shape in the call to disciple-

ship and mission. Each vocation in the Church has its origin in the compassionate gaze of Jesus. Conversion 

and vocation are two sides of the same coin, and continually remain interconnected throughout the whole of 

the missionary disciple’s life. 

Blessed Paul VI, in his exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi, described various steps in the process of evangeli-

zation. One of these steps is belonging to the Christian community (cf. no. 23), that community from which we 

first received the witness of faith and the clear proclamation of the Lord’s mercy. This incorporation into the 

Christian community brings with it all the richness of ecclesial life, particularly the sacraments. Indeed, the 

Church is not only a place in which we believe, but it is also an object of our faith; it is for this reason that we 

profess in the Credo: “I believe in the Church.” 

The call of God comes to us by means of a mediation which is communal. God calls us to become a part of 

the Church and, after we have reached a certain maturity within it, he bestows on us a specific vocation. The 

vocational journey is undertaken together with the brothers and sisters whom the Lord has given to us: it is 

a con-vocation. The ecclesial dynamism of the call is an antidote to indifference and to individualism. It estab-

lishes the communion in which indifference is vanquished by love, because it demands that we go beyond our-

selves and place our lives at the service of God’s plan, embracing the historical circumstances of His holy peo-

ple. 

On this day dedicated to prayer for vocations, I urge all the faithful to assume their responsibility for the care 

and discernment of vocations. When the Apostles sought someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot, Saint Pe-

ter brought together 120 of the brethren (cf. Acts 1:15); and in order to choose seven deacons, a group of disci-

ples was gathered (cf. 6:2). Saint Paul gave Titus specific criteria for the selection of presbyters (cf. Titus 1:5-9). 

Still today, the Christian community is always present in the discernment of vocations, in their formation and 

in their perseverance (cf. Apost. Ex. Evangelii Gaudium, 107). 

Vocations are born within the Church. From the moment a vocation begins to become evident, it is neces-

sary to have an adequate “sense” of the Church. No one is called exclusively for a particular region, or for a 

group or for an ecclesial movement, but rather for the Church and for the world. “A sure sign of the authentic-

ity of a charism is its ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated harmoniously into the life of God’s holy 

and faithful people for the good of all” (ibid., 130). In responding to God’s call, young people see their own ec-

clesial horizon expand; they are able to consider various charisms and to undertake a more objective discern-

ment. In this way, the community becomes the home and the family where vocations are born. Candidates 

The Church celebrated the 53rd annual World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations on April 17, 2016. The Holy Father issued this message 

for it from the Vatican on Nov. 29, 2015. 
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http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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gratefully contemplate this mediation of the community as an essential element for their future. They learn to 

know and to love their brothers and sisters who pursue paths different from their own; and these bonds 

strengthen in everyone the communion which they share. 

Vocations grow within the Church. In the course of formation, candidates for various vocations need to 

grow in their knowledge of the ecclesial community, overcoming the limited perspectives that we all have at 

the beginning. To that end, it is helpful to undertake some apostolic experience together with other members of 

the community, for example: in the company of a good catechist, to communicate the Christian message; to-

gether with a religious community, to experience the evangelization of the peripheries sharing in the life of the 

cloister, to discover the treasure of contemplation; in contact with missionar-

ies, to know more closely the mission ad gentes; and in the company of di-

ocesan priests, to deepen one’s experience of pastoral life in the parish and in 

the diocese. For those who are already in formation, the ecclesial community 

always remains the fundamental formational environment, towards which one 

should feel a sense of gratitude. 

Vocations are sustained by the Church. After definitive commitment, our 

vocational journey within the Church does not come to an end, but it contin-

ues in our willingness to serve, our perseverance and our ongoing formation. 

The one who has consecrated his life to the Lord is willing to serve the 

Church wherever it has need. The mission of Paul and Barnabas is a good ex-

ample of this readiness to serve the Church. Sent on mission by the Holy 

Spirit and by the community of Antioch (cf. Acts 13, 1-4), they returned to that 

same community and described what the Lord had worked through them (cf. 

14: 27). Missionaries are accompanied and sustained by the Christian commu-

nity, which always remains a vital point of reference, just as a visible homeland offers security to all who are 

on pilgrimage towards eternal life. 

Among those involved in pastoral activity, priests are especially important. In their ministry, they fulfill the 

words of Jesus, who said: “I am the gate of the sheepfold […] I am the good shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 11). The pas-

toral care of vocations is a fundamental part of their ministry. Priests accompany those who are discerning a 

vocation, as well as those who have already dedicated their lives to the service of God and of the community. 

All the faithful are called to appreciate the ecclesial dynamism of vocations, so that communities of faith can 

become, after the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary, like a mother’s womb which welcomes the gift of the 

Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 1: 35-38). The motherhood of the Church finds expression in constant prayer for vocations and 

in the work of educating and accompanying all those who perceive God’s call. This motherhood is also ex-

pressed through a careful selection of candidates for the ordained ministry and for the consecrated life. Finally, 

the Church is the mother of vocations in her continual support of those who have dedicated their lives to the 

service of others. 

We ask the Lord to grant to all those who are on a vocational journey a deep sense of belonging to the 

Church; and that the Holy Spirit may strengthen among Pastors, and all of the faithful, a deeper sense of com-

munion, discernment and spiritual fatherhood and motherhood. 

Father of mercy, who gave your Son for our salvation and who strengthens us always with the gifts of your 

Spirit, grant us Christian communities which are alive, fervent and joyous, which are fonts of fraternal life, 

and which nurture in the young the desire to consecrate themselves to you and to the work of evangelization. 

Sustain these communities in their commitment to offer appropriate vocational catechesis and ways of pro-

ceeding towards each one’s particular consecration. Grant the wisdom needed for vocational discernment, so 

that in all things the greatness of your merciful love may shine forth. May Mary, Mother and guide of Jesus, 

intercede for each Christian community, so that, made fruitful by the Holy Spirit, it may be a source of true 

vocations for the service of the holy People of God. 
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A vein offering that changed my life forever 
 

O ne of the worst decisions I ever made was to go home and eat a sandwich. 

It seemed like a “no-brainer” at the time. The date was Oct. 31, 1984. I was a 20-year-old college student 

taking a full load of classes, working part-time internships for both The Noblesville Daily Ledger and Carmel 

News Journal, putting in at least 20 hours each week as news editor of my college newspaper, and helping the 

journalism department with a special project that required at least another 10 hours of my time each week.  

In other words, I was a busy, sleep-deprived, young man. 

I was also a hungry young man. It was about 2 o’clock in the afternoon and I hadn’t eaten in nearly 48 hours. 

I was returning to Indianapolis from a reporting assignment in Greencastle, and running ahead of schedule. 

The exit on Interstate 70 to my parents’ home and a free meal beckoned, even if it was only a peanut butter 

sandwich. I made the turn south … and never made it home. 

A mile south of I-70, with a drizzle falling, my 1978 Chevy Malibu slid while braking, crossed the center line 

and met a semi head-on. I remember seeing the truck’s grill approach, thinking that I was about to die, and 

hearing an unbelievably loud noise as my car’s windshield shattered. Then silence. And darkness. And, finally, 

the realization that my eyes were closed and I was still alive. Jubilation that turned to fear as I recognized that I 

was trapped in the wreckage. 

Fortunately, the car was not on fire and I relaxed. Briefly. The truck driver appeared at my side and informed 

me, “Your chin is on your chest.” Sure enough, my only suit jacket and tie were soaked with blood. I was also 

bleeding profusely from a small cut on my left wrist and a gash on its accompanying hand. Paramedics soon 

had me wrapped in mummy-like fashion, but my rescuers needed 45 minutes to cut me out of the car. By the 

time I arrived at Methodist Hospital, I had been bleeding for about an hour. 

I had broken no bones, and suffered no internal injuries. Just the significant cuts, lots of bruising and a con-

cussion that, in those days, was ignored. I did require a blood transfusion, and that’s why I’m writing about 

this today. 

Holy Rosary’s Annual Blood Drive, sponsored by our council, will be Sunday, June 19, from 10 a.m. to 

3 p.m. See Page 7 of this newsletter for details on how you can participate. 

I am indebted to the unknown blood donor who helped me out on Halloween 1984. I won’t go so far as to say 

he or she saved my life, but my recovery definitely benefited from his/her generosity. Fortunately, there was 

enough A+ blood on hand that day to take care of me. 

That wasn’t the case one day recently when the Indiana Blood Center had to turn down 64 requests for O+ 

blood. The supply in our area continues to be critically low. There is plenty of need for all blood types, includ-

ing yours (whatever it may be).  

Signing up to donate is easy. Although the online chart doesn’t show it, there are actually two openings for 

each time slot. If you experience any difficulty signing up, contact Brother Frank Oliver at 317-946-4280 or 

foliver@travelers.com.  

I’d like to tell you that I was first in line to donate. Unfortunately, anyone who received a transfusion prior to 

Nov. 1, 1984, is ineligible. (If you wonder about your own eligibility, contact eligibility@indianablood.org.) It 

truly troubles me that I cannot repay the debt I incurred a single day before that cutoff date. I’m counting on 

each of you, my brother Knights, to step forward and do what I cannot do.  

The life you save could be that of a loved one, or even your own. 
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